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bino. "No cardinal ever entered the college with greater
difficulty than I; rust had so spread over the hinges (car-
dines, specimen of fifteenth-century pun) that the door
could not turn and open, Calixtus used battering rams and
every kind of instrument to force it," said the new Cardi-
nal of Siena to the Lord Giovanni Castelleone, Bishop and
Cardinal of Pavia. (Pii II. Ep. 195.) The Sacred College
had not forgiven the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill for the crea-
tion of the Cardinal-Nephews; and its policy was to oppose
God's Vicegerent and all His works. This new creature, too,
was credited with liberal proclivities; and the conservatism
of the Italian cardinals was up in arms. The Cardinal of
Siena had been so long a resident in Germany that he was
looked upon as more a German than Italian, more of a
friend to Caesar than to Peter. Above all, his transcendent
talents and versatility were excessively distasteful to mere
mediocrity.
The adjourned Diet of Niirnberg resumed its session at
Frankfort-on-the-Main. Here it became definitely hostile
to Caesar; and, by announcing its intention to resist the
collection of tithe, to the Pope also. It committed the
strategical error of uniting its two enemies by the bond of
a single interest. The Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill instantly
appealed to Caesar Friedrich IV on behalf of the Crusade;
and so ended the year of grace 1456.
Let it be conceded that Germany was aggrieved; that
there were engagements unfulfilled by Rome. What then?
Rome, and all the world, knew Germany's habit of clam-
ouring for Reform, wherever she saw a chance of being
paid for silence. Rome, and all the world, knew that these
clamours only originated with insincere and venal prelates
and Electors, who would become obsequiously dumb on a
sop being thrown to their personal interests.
The leader of the Electors was the Lord Hans of Baden,
Prince Archbishop of Mainz. His chancellor, Martin Mayr,
in writing congratulations to the Cardinal of Siena on his